
Westborough Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

October 27, 2015

6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Present:  Vice Chairman Drewry, Selectmen Goldblatt and Johnson

Also Present:  Jim Malloy, Town Manager, Kristi Williams, Assistant Town Manager/HR Director

Request to Approve the Minutes of September 21, 2015
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to approve the minutes of September 21, 2015 was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  3-0
Public Hearing for the FY 2016 Tax Classification / Chief Assessor
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to open the public hearing for the FY 2016 Tax Classification was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  3-0
Ms. Swadel came before the Board.  Karyn Polito, Lieutenant Governor, came before the Board and presented Ms. Swadel with a citation from the State and commended and thanked her for her 30 years of service to the Town and wished her well in her retirement.

Mr. MacDonough and Mr. Silverberg joined Ms. Swadel before the Board.  Ms. Swadel noted that FY 2016 levy limit is $73.3 million, which includes 2 1/2% of last year’s levy limit plus new growth, and added to that is the $1.7 million school construction debt exclusion for a maximum levy limit of $75 million.  The levy capacity for FY 2106 is $65.3 million, leaving an excess levy capacity of $9,681,607.78, which is a $1.45 million increase from FY 2015 and the total valuation of the Town increased by $240 million.  Ms. Swadel added that if the Town maintains a single tax rate it will be $17.77/thousand, which is a decrease of eighty-two cents ($0.82).
Karen Chapman, President of Chamber of Commerce, informed the Board that their Board of Directors voted to supports the single tax rate.
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to maintain a single tax rate for FY16 was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  3-0
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to close the public hearing was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  3-0
Continuation of the Public Hearing for a Farmer-Brewer Pouring Permit at Cold Harbor Brewery, 108 Milk Street, Suite 6 / William Oliveira
Mr. Oliveira and Mr. Htway came before the Board.  Mr. Htway spoke with Chief Gordon regarding the seating arrangements and it was agreed that they would allow two tables but no chairs as there are no public bathrooms and patrons are just sampling.  Mr. Oliveira is in agreement as well as Chief Gordon.
Selectman Johnson‘s motion to approve the Farmer Brewer Pouring License for Cold Harbor Brewing Co. LLC at 108 Milk Street, Suite 6 and naming William Oliveira as Manager of Record, subject to the alcohol server training certification be provided prior to the local issuance of the license and that there will be two tables but no chairs was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  3-0
Selectman Johnson‘s motion to close the public hearing was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  3-0
Downtown Holiday Stroll/Tree Lighting Ceremony / Francisco Torres Economic Development Committee Coordinator

Mr. Torres came before the Board and reviewed the shop local event on November 28, 2015 promoting business development and small business growth locally.  He is also working on a program where people will make a pledge to spend 10% of their holiday purchases at local businesses.  Mr. Torres reviewed the schedule for November 29, 2015, which will include a Holiday Stroll that will have the same concept as the Block Party with local retail businesses and restaurants lined up along West Main Street, a parade on Milk Street, and Santa’s arrival.  He requested permission to close West Main Street from Church Street to the rotary from 2:30 PM to 7 PM and Milk Street from the Fire Station to the rotary from 4:45 PM to 6 PM.  The parade will take approximately a half hour.  Chief Gordon noted that he may need extra duty, he has no issues with closing the streets for the events, and it will not hinder the Fire Department’s operations. 
Selectman Johnson’s motion to approve the request as articulated by Mr. Torres was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.  Vote:  3-0

Request to Appoint Jonathan Steinberg as the Chief Assessor / Town Manager
Mr. Steinberg came before the Board.

Selectman Johnson‘s motion to concur with the Town Manager’s appointment of Jonathan Steinberg as the Chief Assessor was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt for a term June 30, 2018.   Discussion:  Mr. Steinberg reviewed his background.  Vote:  3-0
Ms. Swadel came before the Board and Selectman Goldblatt read the proclamation from the Board in honor of her years of service to the Town and retirement.
Request to Declare Surplus Items / DPW Manager
Mr. Walden came before the Board to request that the seven pieces of equipment as noted in the 10/8/15 memo be declared surplus.  The list will be posted online.
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion to declare the equipment listed on the 10/8/15 memo from John Walden surplus equipment and authorize the DPW Manager to sell the equipment was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  3-0
Request to Accept the Easement at 50 East Main Street and Sign the Deed of Easement / Town Manager

Mr. Malloy explained that the easement is for the over height electronic signs for the railroad bridge, which was approved at Town Meeting.
Selectman Goldblatt‘s motion that the Board sign the utility easement as attached between the Town and Harper Enterprises, Inc. at 50 East Main Street was seconded by Selectman Johnson.  Vote:  3-0
Town Manager Report



Mr. Malloy informed the Board that the Town Hall is scheduled for an inspection for the Certificate of Completion on Friday, 10/30/15.  He noted that due to a subcontractor error there will be 4 temporary fire-rated doors for a couple of weeks until permanent oak fire protection doors are completed.  A press release was generated today informing the public that the Town Hall will be closed on 11/9/15 so that staff can unpack.  It will open on 11/10/15 for normal business hours and there will be ribbon cutting ceremonies beginning at 5:00 PM at the Fire Station and then at 5:45 PM at the Town Hall

.

Mr. Malloy noted that there are two items working their way through the legislature, one being a local option gas tax, which was approved for the Town of Lee, and the funds are deposited into the General Fund.  The bill currently in the House sets up a local option gas tax but sets aside the money in a local motor vehicle excise fund that can only be used for road maintenance, drainage, bike trails, etc.  He asked the Board to consider this as an option to make up the difference that is cut from the Town’s Chapter 90 funds each year for road maintenance.  The second bill is more complex and the proponents are a group of regional planning commissions.  It will allow local governments to establish a number of different types of optional taxes which would fund transportation related projects, in the town as well as regionally.  These items will be coming forward in the next year to year and a half.  The Board briefly discussed the pros and cons.
Issues and Correspondence of the Selectmen
Selectman Johnson requested that the public be extra safe on the roads on Halloween and Chief Gordon asked parents to be done Trick or Treating by 8:00 PM.  He noted that the Annual Trivia Bee will be held on November 2, 2015 and the Good Scout Award Dinner honoring Judge John McCann will be held on November 9, 2015.
Selectman Goldblatt requested that the November 10, 2015 meeting agenda items be kept to a minimum so that it is not rushed.  The railroad bridge painting starts Thursday night and there will be 3 or 4 nights of some noise between 8 PM and 5 AM.  A Code Red message will be sent out to the residents in the area.
Selectman Drewry noted that he has received calls and a letter regarding the speed bumps on Summer Street and requested that the process to decide where to install them be discussed with Chief Gordon and Mr. Walden and placed on a future agenda.

Executive Session
Selectman Johnson‘s motion to enter into Executive Session at 7:30 p.m. under MGL Chapter 30 A Section 21 (2) and (10) for the purpose of discussing strategy with respect to contract negotiations with non-union personnel and for the purpose of discussing trade secrets related to municipal electric aggregation and to reconvene in public for the sole purpose of adjourning was seconded by Selectman Goldblatt.
A Roll Call Vote was taken:  Selectman Goldblatt – yes; Selectman Drewry – yes; Selectman Johnson – yes.

Submitted by Paula M. Covino
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